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Joint project of Protagen & Research Center Jülich starting 

In cooperation with the research group of Prof. Karl-Erich 

Jäger, Institute of Molecular Enzyme Technology at the 

Research Center Jülich, University of Düsseldorf (www.iet.uni-

duesseldorf.de), Protagen will perform the government funded 

project "Development of high-throughput processes for the 

production of active enzymes in microgram to gram scale". The 

development of the project concept was stimulated by the Cluster Industrial Biotechnology, and aims to 

give better access to the little explored class of human enzymes on a preparative scale making them 

available for industrial applications. The know-how of Protagen in the field of high throughput 

technologies in the production and use of human gene expression libraries is an ideal complement to the 

expertise of the Institute for Enzyme technology in the production of mammalian membrane proteins in 

bacteria. 

Eppendorf acquires DASGIP Group 

Eppendorf AG announced its acquisition of the DASGIP Group, a technology leader in the 

fields of bioprocess and information technology. DASGIP, with offices in Juelich, 

Germany, and Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, has established a high reputation as 

developer and manufacturer of parallel bioreactor systems and innovative control and 

analysis software. 

Eppendorf CEO Dirk Ehlers, Ph.D., commented the transaction: „DASGIP is a strategically 

important addition to the Eppendorf Group. DASGIP’s high quality parallel bioreactors 

and software solutions nicely complement the current offering of our New Brunswick product lines. They 

allow us to forge a comprehensive suite of products for bioprocess research applications, development 

and scale up, from 30 mL to 3,000 liters. Furthermore, the advanced software concepts will position 

DASGIP as a strong Competence Center in these fields.” 

DASGIP CEO Thomas Drescher, Ph.D., added: “The DASGIP and Eppendorf strategies and corporate 

cultures have an excellent fit. We look forward to combining our technical expertise with the broad range 

of Eppendorf lab solutions in the fields of liquid-, sample- and cell handling. DASGIP products now can be 

brought to all major markets worldwide with the additional sales and service force available through the 

regional Eppendorf organizations.” 

The deal closed on January 2, 2012. Financial terms were not disclosed. 

http://www.clib2021.de
http://www.iet.uni-duesseldorf.de/
http://www.iet.uni-duesseldorf.de/
http://www.iet.uni-duesseldorf.de/
http://www.protagen.de/
http://www.dasgip.com/home/
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evocatal and RohnerChem announce strategic partnership  

evocatal and RohnerChem combine their complementary services to 

offer customers a seamless solution for the development of high-

performance biocatalytic processes and their rapid application in the 

synthesis of fine chemicals and API. The focus of this strategic 

partnership is to offer highly innovative routes to enantiomerically pure products, to realize the most cost-

competitive process for a customer product from the beginning and to reduce commercialization timelines. The 

preferred but non-exclusive partnership will allow customers to benefit from the synergy of evocatal’s premium 

services in development and supply of tailored enzymes and RohnerChem`s unique process development and 

upscaling capabilities. 

The evocatal enzyme universe consists of a variety of Ketoreductases, C-C-coupling enzymes, Esterases, 

Transaminases, Hydroxynitrile Lyases and others which allow access to almost all functional groups in very cost 

competitive processes and with ee values almost always close to 100 %. For enantiomerically pure products for which 

the process is not yet available, evocatal can quickly develop and produce tailored enzymes which will be applied in 

RohnerChem`s pilot plant and production equipment. The experience of RohnerChem in asymmetric hydrogenations 

and other complementary technologies ensures that really the most economic process will be selected in this 

partnership. 

Customers will have to deal with only one project manager to reduce complexity and maximise service levels.  

“The technologies and capabilities of evocatal and RohnerChem match excellently.”, says Dr. Michael Puls, Managing 

Director of evocatal. “By combining the chemical technologies and scale-up abilities of RohnerChem with the high 

efficiency of our biocatalysis platforms we can provide most comprehensive services and create great value for our 

customers.” 

Dr Andreas Meudt, Sales & Marketing Director of RohnerChem, commented: “Our cooperation with the evocatal 

enzyme experts completes the RohnerChem offering in state-of-the-art synthesis methods and allows us to ensure 

that our customers get the best process in the shortest possible timeframe - with Swiss precision in upscaling.” 

Financial terms of the partnership were not disclosed. 

Dr. Stefan Arnold – new CSO completes executive board of instrAction  

Dr. Stefan Arnold is the new Chief Scientific Officer and member of the 

executive board at InstrAction GmbH Ludwigshafen. In this function, he 

is responsible for product development and manufacture of novel agent-

specific (both chemical and biological active ingredients and agents) affinity matrices as well as implementation of such 

matrices in (bio-) pharmaceutical manufacturing processes. 

He received his Ph.D. in Physiological Chemistry from the Theodor-Boveri-Institute, Würzburg in 1994 and holds a 

Diploma in Chemistry of the University of Würzburg, Germany. 

Dr. Arnold operated as Head of Down Stream Processing from 1999 -2000 at Merckle GmbH, Ulm. Until the end of 2011 

he was employed as Head of Process Development, Project Valuation and executive Project Manager for several 

biopharmaceuticals at BioGeneriX AG, which he co-founded in 2000.  

“We are very pleased that we could win Dr. Arnold for the position of the CSO. His large professional experience, 

particularly with regard to the field of development and registration of pharmaceutical proteins is invaluable for the 

further development of the instrAction company. We have now completed our management team with him and we 

complete the restructuring process,” said Dr. Thomas Schwarz, CEO of the instrAction company.  

He is author of numerous scientific publications and holds patents in the biopharmaceutical field and member of the 

advisory board of the Faculty of Biotechnology of the University of Applied Sciences Mannheim.  

His statement to instrAction: “The instrAction technology® provides various additional promising development 

opportunities in bio-chromatography which lacked real innovation during the last decade when compared to the 

proceedings in expression and fermentation technologies.”  

http://www.evocatal.com/en/home.html
http://www.instraction.de/?q=en/node/265
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c-LEcta: Certification by TÜV-Nord & new advisory board member Dr. Manfred Spindler  

c-LEcta has successfully obtained a certification in accordance with DIN EN ISO 9001:2008 by TÜV Nord – covering all 

company divisions – from Research & Development to Production and Product Sales. In the audit conducted at the 

end of 2011 no deviations were detected.  

Marc Struhalla, Managing Director of the c-LEcta GmbH stated: “In recent years, we have in cooperation with our 

industrial partners transformed numerous development projects into successful products. Along the 

commercialization path of enzyme projects, c-LEcta usually assumes the pivotal role as enzyme producer. For being a 

reliable part of the value chain as development partner and supplier, one very important step for us was to implement 

an efficient quality management system. With the certification by TÜV Nord this step now was successfully 

accomplished.” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

c-LEcta is glad to welcome Dr. Manfred Spindler as new Advisory Board Member. He is a graduated chemist and was 

member of the Executive Board of Degussa AG and Managing Director of Evonik Degussa GmbH. He will support the 

Advisory Board of c-LEcta as fifth member. Dr. Manfred Spindler is managing partner of “msp Beteiligungs GmbH” and 

member of different other advisory and supervisory boards. He will support the board’s activities by using his 

comprehensive expertise gained in the chemical industry. 

CLIB at BIO World Congress on Industrial Biotechnology 

CLIB again could place two panels In frame of the breakout program of the BIO World Congress on Industrial 

Biotechnology.  

The panels will be dealing with the topics .ƛƻǇƻƭȅƳŜǊǎ and ǎƴȅƎŀǎ-ōŀǎŜŘ ŦŜǊƳŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ. 

The BIO World Congress 2012 will take place in Orlando, Florida from April 29 to May 2.  

Symposium on Bio-Based Production of Organic Acids 

On behalf of the ERA-IB consortium BioProChemBB, FNR, CLIB 

and GFT,  we would like to invite you to take part in the 

"Symposium on Bio-Based Production of Organic Acids", 

which will be held in the DECHEMA-House in Frankfurt, 

Germany, on May 10th to 11th, 2012. 

This symposium provides the opportunity for leading scientists and younger researchers to meet for discussions on the 

most recent developments in the field of bio-based organic acid production (science & technology). The symposium 

covers the topics “Metabolic Engineering”, “Physiology and Acid Stress” , "Process Engineering" and “Downstream 

processing” and is open to scientists world-wide, whether from academia or industry. An attendance of around 120 

participants is expected. The speakers invited among others include Dr. Yukawa (RITE, Japan), Prof. Dr. Bennett (Rice 

University, Texas) and Prof. Dr. Thauer (Max-Planck Institute, Germany).  
 

Further information about the program as well  as registration and a call for poster abstracts is available at: 

www.bbpoa2012.com 

http://www.c-lecta.com/?lang=en&category=home&page=home
http://www.bio.org/events/conferences/welcome-2012-bio-world-congress
http://www.bbpoa2012.com
http://www.bbpoa2012.com/
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CLIB Graduate Cluster students from Bielefeld raise €1,000 for local Children’s hospital 

Students from the CLIB Graduate Cluster Bielefeld held 

their annual Christmas party and charity Tombola on 

December 15th, 2011. At this festive party, the students 

organized traditional Glühwein, Kinderpunch, cookies, and 

the spirit of giving. Each year, CLIB GC students organize a 

Christmas party for the local working groups to bring 

people together for holiday cheer. At this event, prizes 

donated by local and biotech businesses were raffled in a 

tombola. Last year the Christmas Tombola was able to 

raise €600 for the local children’s hospital and it was the 

goal this year to top that. With donations coming to a 

total of €1000 they certainly surpassed their goal thanks 

to the generosity of those who attended the party. On 

Monday, December 19th, members of the organizing 

committee of the Christmas party and Tombola (pictured) 

donated the money raised to the “Kinderhospiz 

Bethel” (www.kinderhospiz-bethel.de) via Frau Kirchner of the human resources department. We wish to express our 

sincere thanks again to all those involved in the organization of this event and to all those who donated to help make 

this gift possible. 

Official donation to the Kinderhospiz Bethel. From left to right: 
Birgit Kirchner (Kinderhospiz Human Resources), Helena Barzantny 
(Tombola director), Kyle Lauersen (Student representative), Karin 
Gorzolka, Inga Freudenau, Jennifer Becker, Dr. Karina Brinkrolf, and 
Vimac Nolla (Student representative).  

Foto: Lukas Jelonek 

New CLIB Members 

Again we would like to welcome the new members to our cluster. For more detailed information about them, please 

click on the logos below: 

 

http://www.rinagmbh.eu/
http://www.biotechrabbit.com/
http://www.bbeu.org/
http://www.biotechcorp.com.my/
http://www.novasep.com/
http://www.schaumann-bioenergy.eu/
http://www.uni-marburg.de/synmikro
http://www.ecosiris.eu/
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Review: CLIB-Forum Internationalization 

The first CLIB-Forum in 2012 dealt with the topic 

αLƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭƛȊŀǝƻƴάΦ .ŜǎƛŘŜǎ aŀƴŦǊŜŘ YƛǊŎƘŜǊΣ 

who also moderated the event, Achim Raschka 

of nova-Institute, Professor Rolf D. Schmid of 

Bio4Business as wellas Professor Joachim Zang of 

the Federal Institute of Goiás IFG in Brazil 

provided insights into their international 

projects. As a new CLIB member, Ludo Diels 

presented the Flemish Institute for Technological 

Research, VITO. 

As an introduction to the subject, Manfred 

Kircher described why establishing the 

bioeconomy needs global cooperation. Besides 

the challenges of a shift of the economic raw material base, he also highlighted the chances for CLIB in the frame of 

the bioeconomy. Achim Raschka dealt with the topic internationalization in terms of international research 

collaborations. In the FP7 framework he exemplary described the Biomile project with our canadian partners in 

Drayton Valley. A study was done to analyze the potential of a material use of synthesisgas from biomass, in which 

both economical and technical aspects were considered. In his presentation Professor Schmid illustrated the 

possibilities for cooperation with Japan & China, and enlarged upon the countries‘ respective characteristics. For 

example highly innovative and quality products are demanded in Japan. While in China it is especially crucial to 

ensure municipal support, without which access to the local markets is extremely diffcult to obtain. 

Ludo Diels introduced the new CLIB member Flemish Institute for Technological Research (VITO). This autonomous 

public research company has an annual budget of EUR 100 million and currently employs 670 people. He presented 

research projects in the areas “Process Intensification“ and “Biomass as Resource“, e.g. post-modification of 

membranes for affinity separation or immobilization of enzymes to produce biocatalytic membranes.  

With Professor Zang we could realize the first live feed of a presenter from overseas in a CLIB forum. Connected via 

Skype he explained the possibilities to produce ethanol and energy from sugar cane residues. He elaborated on a 

german-brazilian research project, in which - besides further partners - the working group of Professor Zang at IFG 

Goiás and the CLIB members Schaumann, Evonik and Bielefeld University are participating. Goal of the project will be 

to utilize biogas for energy, as well as a fuel and platform chemical, after purification to biomethane.  

After the presentations again numerous 

participants used the opportunity to get to know 

each other or to deepen existing contacts while 

enjoying a glass of wine and some snacks, so 

that the last guests left the forum at around 

8pm.  

The presentations of the forum are available 

inside the member area of our homepage.  

Manfred Kircher discussing with Joachim Zang via Skype. 

http://www.clib2021.de/en
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Dates & Events 

13. & 14.03.2012 Bio-Based Chemicals, Rotterdam 

17. & 18.04.2012 BIOMASS: fuel & power, Moscow 

23. & 24.04.2012 3rd International CLIB Conference, Duesseldorf 

11. & 11.05.2012 Symposium on Bio-Based Production of Organic Acids, Frankfurt 

23.05.2012  CLIB Forum Alternative Resources for the Bioeconomy 

EFIB2012 Sponsoring 

As co-organizer of the “9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ CƻǊǳƳ ŦƻǊ LƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ .ƛƻǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

.ƛƻōŀǎŜŘ 9ŎƻƴƻƳȅέ in Duesseldorf, we can offer our members a 15% discount 

off exhibition and sponsorship packages. EFIB2012 will be held on October 16 to 

18, 2012 at Swissotel Duesseldorf.  
 

For further information about sponsoring & exhibition possibilities please 

contact the CLIB office. Contact person is Ellen Weihe:  

weihe@clib2021.de   

CLIB members get discount for Bio-based Chemicals Conference 

 

 

 
 

As already communicated in a separate e-mail, CLIB members can obtain a 20% discount for registration at Bio-based 

Chemicals conference in Rotterdam, the Netherlands. The congress will be held at the Beurs-World Trade Center on 

March 13 & 14, 2012.  

To get the discount please quote the code “CLIB20“ at registration: 
 

T: +44 (0)20 7099 0600  

E: samantha.coleman@greenpowerconferences.com 

Online: www.worldbiofuelsmarkets.com/biochem 

http://www.worldbiofuelsmarkets.com/biochem
http://www.biofuels.ru/
http://www.clib2021.de/en/events/clib-conference
http://www.bbpoa2012.com/
http://www.clib2021.de/en/events
mailto:%20weihe@clib2021.de
http://www.efibforum.com/home.aspx
mailto:%20samantha.coleman@greenpowerconferences.com
http://www.worldbiofuelsmarkets.com/biochem
http://www.worldbiofuelsmarkets.com/biochem

